
CSUN / Saturday 9AM / Omid /       iomid.com/art140         Two-Dimensional Design
 
  Assignment	  #1:	  Line	  	  
Using ink and pens or black and white paper, create two linear, abstract designs that 
communicate contrasting ideas.  
 
Format:  To design two 5½” x 9” designs on 11” x 14“ Bristol (either horizontal or vertical 
orientation) 
 
Materials:  Ink and pens or black and white Canson paper, or black and white  
rubber cement, glue stick, .7mm mechanical pencil, #2 pencil, small sharpener, 
white pencil (PrismaColor), eraser, sketch book, scissors, X-acto knife, metal ruler, self healing 
mat, T-square, triangle, Black Niji Stylist pen  
 
Objective: Create two abstract, black and white compositions that demonstrate the element line 
and communicate contrasting ideas.  Lines may be ragged, jagged, curve linear, straight, wavy, 
zigzag, rectilinear, irregular, accidental, organic or geometric. Lines can create patterns and 
textures. Lines can create directional forces. You can leave a white space where black lines 
overlap and black spaces where white lines overlap (these spaces will suggest transparency).  
Choose from the following: 
 whoosh - crunch tension – release  joy – sorrow 
 confined – free thundering - gurgling  intricate – simple 
 static – motion  strong – fragile  day – night 
  
Procedure: 
 

1. Both designs will be 5½” x 9” designs on 11” x 14“ Bristol, separated by one inch and 
with a one inch margin all around. The designs can be oriented vertically or 
horizontally.  

   
2. Experiment with drawing or cutting out different kinds of lines and line textures.  

 
3. Develop a minimum of 6 thumbnail sketches (2½” X 4½”) for each design using 

pencil or marker in your sketchbook or layout paper.  Each thumbnail represents a 
separate idea for solving this design problem.  Leave a space between thumbnail 
sketches. 

 
4. Select two thumbnails that solve the design problem and them (200%) to the full 

size. 
 
5. Edges should be nicely cut, not rough, torn or jagged.  You may do white lines on a 

black ground or black on a white ground.  Cut your lines out of Canson or Art Center 
paper, arrange in a composition and glue them down.  Or draw your designs using 
pens. 

 
6. For paper, glue the lines down using rubber cement or glue stick.  After it dries, clean 

up any remaining rubber cement with a rubber cement pickup. 
 

7. Write your name, class and identify the two contrasting ideas represented on the 
backside. 

 
8. After the class critique, place inside your Itoya Art Portfolio 11” X 14” 




